
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                        NOVEMBER 13, 2016 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 26th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 474 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, the ground has fallen out from under me.  The 
temptation I fall into is that I treat this subjective event as 
though it is about an objective occurrence which has caused it, 
and then focus on the outside event, revisiting it and 
examining it.  The feeling is “the ground has fallen out from 
under me,” however my mind does not focus on that feeling.  I 
focus on what happens outside of me to manage what is 
happening inside me, with the result that I end up trapped in 
what is outside me and immobilized by what is happening 
inside me.  It is difficult to remain present to an experience like 
“the ground falling out from under me,” yet I believe doing so 
is how it will be unpacked so I may get through it.  I rely on 
your helping me. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 21:5-19 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 170 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 165 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:30  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for November 20, 2016 
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79; 

Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43. 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Plan to stay and bring some 
food to share. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 

This symbol is known as a “Triquetra.” 
It is a symbol for the Trinity. 
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Ordinary Time – 26th Sunday after Pentecost (Luke 21:5-19) 
 Most of us long for life to get better or improve in some way. 
When we allow ourselves to imagine how that might occur, the 
improvements generally involve the removal of things about us 
that we believe impoverish our life and make it more difficult. With 
these elements of our life gone, we can then live a more elevated 
life, one that is more highly developed or evolved. This description 
deliberately uses metaphors of elevation, since the improvement 
we seek is achieved by overcoming and rising above. 
 The Christian religion also seeks to improve our life, only it does 
so in a different way, the opposite way: by the inclusion of what we 
believe impoverishes our life and makes it more difficult. Here the 
improvements come by the addition to our awareness of elements 
of our personality we have never known, the reintroduction of 
elements of our personality that have become lost to our 
awareness, and the incorporation of both. Once in awareness these 
elements become available and can be unpacked, understood and 
integrated so that they become useful, thus freeing us from the 
effort to be rid of them. Traditionally, this is described as God’s 
work of redemption and salvation, both of which improve our life. 
 Even though the Christian religion is often interpreted using the 
paradigm of removal, it was intended to be interpreted using the 
paradigm of inclusion. As an illustration, the Liturgical Year in 
Christianity describes a cycle through which we are taken many 
times during our life. The intent of this cycle is the expansion of our 
self-awareness—the discovery of elements of our life which have 
never been in our awareness, and the recovery of elements of our 
life that have been lost to our awareness. In its entirety, the 
Liturgical Year describes how we are taken on a descent into our 
own interior, return from that descent in possession of these 
unknown or lost elements of our personality, and then how these 
elements are integrated into our self-understanding so we can use 
them. 
 We are coming to the end of the cycle of the Liturgical Year and 
are about to begin the cycle again as we enter the Season of 
Advent. The text for today reminds us that this journey into the 
interior always begins with the disruption of our interior life so that 

our interior may be reassembled in a more expansive and inclusive 
way. The text introduces a subject or an experience that Advent 
amplifies and develops, that of our customary and familiar internal 
world falling apart from the inside. On its own, this subject would 
be difficult for us to engage, so it is not left on its own. What is 
introduced today is amplified on the First Sunday in Advent, and 
then is expanded throughout Advent and the rest of the Liturgical 
Year into a journey where the loss we highlight today is folded into 
a change that expands our life and enriches it. 
 This text is an example of apocalyptic writing. Apocalyptic writing 
uses highly symbolic and metaphorical language. If we approach the 
images in this text literally and therefore objectively, we will get 
caught up in the imaginative language and will miss the meaning of 
the text, which is about something subjective—personal change, 
the end of a familiar identity and the beginning of an expanded 
identity. What the text is saying is that significant change always 
involves our interior life being dismantled in some way and then 
being brought together differently. The subject in this text is the 
destruction of the temple. The Greek word for temple means “a 
sacred place,” and refers to the entire grounds, not just the building. 
In English, “temple” comes from the root “to cut,” and denotes “an 
open place reserved for or cut out for observation.” If we use the 
temple as a metaphor for our “center” or “heart” we might say that 
in the center of us there is a sacred place/space set aside to observe, 
where insights and perceptions form, perspective is gained, and 
change is initiated. However, this temple can be, and often is, 
misappropriated. In the Greek text the temple is described in two 
ways: as 1) “adorned” [the Greek means “in a proper order like a 
decoration”] and as 2) “beautiful” [the Greek indicates something 
“valuable only for its appearance”]. I think the idea here is that what 
was designed as a sacred place for observation has a way of being 
turned into something we like to show off or brag about, and when 
that occurs it functions more as a distraction or as entertainment 
than as something to facilitate observation. When we are in the 
temple at our center we have an opportunity to look at what is 
happening; however, this place can become a place where we get 
caught up in being distracted from what is happening, and focus 



more on what we want to have happen. Since this materializes for 
all of us, a time will come when this temple will be “thrown down” 
[the Greek means “to loosen down” in the sense of fall apart or be 
dismantled]. As this temple falls apart we find that we are unable 
to find and/or keep our usual bearings and we lose our normal 
perspective; we find ourselves lost in that we do not know how to 
respond to what is happening, or cannot respond in a way that 
helps us, and we end up being a victim of what is happening and 
the way we are feeling about it. The idea here is that the collapse 
of this temple begins a time of change, significant change, in that it 
disperses much of the clutter in our center and allows the capacity 
to perceive and observe to develop and be recovered. 
 Today’s text expounds the nature of this experience. If we 
elaborate the meaning of the Greek words and internalize them, 
the description comes out like this: it will be like a war happens 
inside us; there will be instability and disorder; feelings and 
thoughts that seem foreign to us will arise; the desire for greater 
control will arise; there will be a lot of internal commotion; we will 
hunger for nourishment, for something or anything that will sustain 
us, and what feeds us will be scarce; we will be so pestered it will 
be like a plague has come upon us; we will perceive and experience 
frightening things; the sense of feeling approved will disappear, 
and instead we will feel detested, persecuted and loved-less; we 
will feel the need to explain ourselves to ourselves and others 
[although that is not necessary since a self-authenticating 
validation will come to us later]; we will feel pressure to “shape up” 
or “get a grip” by both our external family and the family we have 
internalized; we will feel loss and lost as we realize that we are 
unable to keep our feet under us because the familiar world in 
which we live is no longer holding together. 

In our culture these events are usually seen and interpreted 
through the lens of fault, particularly our fault. Christianity basically 
sidesteps the issue of fault, and focuses instead on change. In the 
beginning, we tend to experience these internal events only as the 
end of something. However, Christianity interprets these events as 
the beginning of something in addition to the end of something. 
Our loss of perspective, our loss of bearings, is what prepares the 

way for a new and different frame of mind or point of view to form 
related to some area of our life. This text describes the 
deconstruction that necessarily precedes a reconstruction through 
which God will cause a significant change in the way we see 
ourselves and live to emerge. 

We tend to interpret the things that happen in the outside world 
as being the most important and significant, and when the interior 
world falls apart we tend to look for something in the outside world 
to be enthused about, believing whatever that is will replace what 
has been lost. Jesus says “Beware that you are not led astray” [the 
idea in the Greek is “to not roam from safety or truth”]. The safe 
truth is: the truly important things are internal. So, when we 
experience internal things like the loss of perspective and the loss 
of bearings, things which indicate the deconstruction of our internal 
temple, they are important occurrences to which to attend 
internally. These things happen inside us, not outside us; they are 
experiences that come to us and are not ones we create; their 
occurrence inwardly is what begins to change the way we see the 
outside world and the meaning we give to what happens in the 
outside world. These internal changes loosen the way we are bound 
to the outside world and the habitual way we live in it. What is 
involved here takes time and unfolds over time. However, not a hair 
on our head will be destroyed by this internal reworking of our 
interior framework. We are encouraged to endure in this by paying 
attention to and pondering what is happening in us. Doing so will 
gain for us the capacity to have new and different feelings and 
perceptions, which is how change is accomplished in us. 

 [Jim Robie, 11-10-16, 26th Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle C, Luke 21:5-19] 
 


